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Regional Maritime Boundaries 

Project background
ÅStarted in the late 1990s under the fisheries

programmeat ForumFisheriesAgency(FFA)basedin
Honiara,SolomonIslands

ÅGoverningCouncilagreedto transferthe Projectto the
SouthPacificAppliedGeoscienceCommission(SOPAC)
in 2000

ÅProjectwasfundedby the Governmentof Australia

ÅProjectstaff:
ï1 Technicalofficer (Full time) + 1 SeniorSurveyor(Part-time) + 1 GIS

Assistant(Fulltime) + 1 ITSpecialist(Part-time)

ïProjectManager& ProgrammeAdministrator



(1) Development of baseline 

and critical base points

(2) Maritime zones 

development

SPCôs Geoscience Division:

Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit Activities 

(2002 to date)
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Maritime Limits: The Envelope of Arcs

Baselines versus Basepoints:
Not all of the baseline contributes to defining the limits of maritime jurisdiction



Maritime Boundary Computation

MarZone

üPCapplication,computesmaritime boundariesin accordance
with the variousprovisionsof UNCLOS

üDevelopedby University of Melbourne, under contract to
GeoscienceAustralia

üTranslatorshavebeen developedto makeit compatiblewith
MapInfo (previously preferred GIS platform of the Pacific
region)QGISiscompatiblewith MarZone



MarZone

ςCalculatesthe median line between two countriesςbasedon
equi-distanceratio

Maritime Boundary Computation



MarZone Part 1; Median Line Results

Å MedianLineoutput in log file

Median Line is also saved as a line output from MarZone



Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit

(3) Technical solutions prepared with PICs  for 

shared/overlapping EEZs

* Not drawn to scale



Review & Verification ïFiji Islands 

Archipelago



Verification of Main Archipelago



Treaty development



Treaty Development (2012)

Marshall Islands, Kiribati and Nauru meeting

An excellent example of a successful partnerships between regional

organisations and testament to the excellent relationships between Pacific

Island neighbours.



Milestone: Signing of the 7 Bilateral

Maritime Boundaries, 2012 Forum Meeting

NIUE & COOK IS KIRIBATI & COOK IS KIRIBATI & TUVALU KIRIBATI & TOKELAU

KIRIBATI & NAURU NAURU & MARSHALL IS KIRIBATI & MARSHALL IS

KIRIBATI ςNAURU-MARSHALL IS



USA ïFSM Maritime Boundary 

negotiations (2014)

Technical and legal meeting hosted by the US in Hawaii in April 

2014 (FSM team officials travel costs were supported by the 

Forum Fisheries Agency)



SPC Maritime Boundaries Project
Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit within the Geoscience Division has operated since 2001, and is

widely recognised as driving a successful international collaborative effort to fulfil one of the regionôs

key strategic priorities embedded in the Pacific Oceanscape Framework (endorsed by the Pacific

Island Leaders in 2010) which is to formalise maritime boundaries and securing rights over ocean

resources as the first regional priority.

In the Pacific region, there are 50 shared and overlapping Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), so there

is a need for PICs to negotiate and delimit their own EEZs where it overlaps with its

neighbouring countries zones as well.

Core Functions of the Project

¸ Provide maritime boundaries delimitation data and information for the member countries to

assist in preparation of claims for delimitation of their Exclusive Economic Zones;

¸ Develop comprehensive data-sets which facilitate definition of the legal and administrative

offshore limits for member countries, in accordance with the provisions of UNCLOS;

¸ Build national capacity within member countries to undertake these assessments;

¸ Provide advice and assistance to member countries on relevant provisions of UNCLOS;

¸ Act as an information and data repository.



Overall Regional progress in implementing 

UNCLOS and the PICs maritime boundaries

2002



Overall Progress Now

2017


