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Regional Maritime Boundaries
Project background

A Started in the late 1990 under the fisheries
programmeat Forum FisheriesAgency(FFA)basedin
Honiara,Solomonlslands

A GoverningCouncilagreedto transferthe Projectto the
SouthPacificApplied Geoscienc&€ommissio{SOPAC)
iIn 2000

A Projectwasfundedby the Governmentof Australia

A Projectstaff:

I 1 Technicalofficer (Fulltime) + 1 SeniorSurveyor(Parttime) + 1 GIS
Assistant(Fulltime) + 1 IT Specialis{(Parttime)

I ProjectManager& ProgrammeAdministrator
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SPC6s Geoscience Dify
Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit Activities
(2002 to date)

(1) Development of baseline | (2) Maritime zones
and critical base points development
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Baselines versus Basepoints:
Not all of the baseline contributes to defining the limits of maritime jurisdiction



Maritime Boundary Computation £77 ™ s

MarZone

U PCapplication,computesmaritime boundariesin accordance
with the variousprovisionsof UNCLOS

U Developedby University of Melbourne, under contract to
Geosciencdustralia

U Translatorshave been developedto makeit compatiblewith
Maplinfo (previously preferred GIS platform of the Pacific
region)QGI3s compatiblewith MarZone
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MarZone

¢ Calculateghe medianline betweentwo countriesc basedon
equidistanceratio _|
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For Help, press F1 -24.533188 177.938032 7
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A Median Lineoutput in log file

& xY2.log - Notepad =101 x|
File Edit Format Help

Al
=l
-- Median Boundary (insertion order, no additional sort) --
Point # » O
POINT type : 4 (tri-point)
Coordinates : =59.807917326, 168.9227359959

Coast points

-55.1177459307, 158.688701043 (ISL, NBL, AUS, aus_1, O (0), 7)
-52.622220000, 169.126660000 (ISL, NBL, NZ, NzZ_1, 4 (66), 7)
-55.117685913, 158.688812639 (IsL, NBL, AUS, aus_1l, 1 (1), 7)
Distances ( m): 811331.132, 811331.132, 811331.132

Point # Sy
POinNt type 4 (tri-point)
Coordinates : =57.836414340, 167.024221746

Coast points

-55.117685913, 158.688812639 (ISL, NBL, AUS, AUS_1, 1 (1), 7)
-52.622220000, 165.126660000 (ISL, NBL, Nz, NzZ_1l, 4 (66), 7)
-55.117590681, 158.688924482 (ISL, NBL, AUS, AUS_1, 2 (2), 7)
Distances ( m): 565622.125, 565622.125, 565622.125

4 B

Median Line is also saved as a line output frdviarZone
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Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit

(3) Technical solutions prepared with PICs for
shared/overlapping EEZs

* Not drawn to scale
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Verification of Main Archipelago

Mew Verified Archipelageo (174,100 =g km)

Promulgated Archipelaga (162,600 sq km)
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MARITIME BOUNDARY TREATY BETWEEN
- THE COOK ISLANDS AND NIUE
-, .~
' -
S L
L1 NG
o COOK ISLANDS
(critical istand furthest to the south west)
% * L
NIvE Facverrn
AGREEMENT
. 10
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COOK ISLANDS AND "
THE GOVERNMENT OF NIUE

CONCERNING THE DELIMITATION OF THE MARITIME
BETWEEN
THE COOK ISLANDS
AND

NIUE
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Marshall Islands, Kiribati and Nauru meeting

B = )
= Australian Government

' Attorney-General's Department

An excellent example of a successful partnerships between regional
organisations and testament to the excellent relationships between Pacific
Island neighbours.
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Milestone: Signing of the 7 Bilateral
Maritime Boundaries, 2012 Forum Meeting
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USAi FSM Maritime Boundary 7€ &5
negotiations (2014)
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Technical and legal meeting hosted by the US in Hawaii in April
2014 (FSM team officials travel costs were supported by the
Forum Fisheries Agency)
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SPC Maritime Boundaries Project

Regional Maritime Boundaries Unit within the Geoscience Division has operated since 2001, and is
widely recognised as driving a successful international collaborative effort to fulfil one of ther e g i
key strategic priorities embedded in the Pacific Oceanscape Framework (endorsed by the Pacific
Island Leaders in 2010) which is to formalise maritime boundaries and securing rights over ocean
resources as the first regional priority.

In the Pacific region, there are 50 shared and overlapping Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), so there

is a need for PICs to negotiate and delimit their own EEZs where it overlaps with its
neighbouring countries zones as well.

Core Functions of the Project

Provide maritime boundaries delimitation data and information for the member countries to
assist in preparation of claims for delimitation of their Exclusive Economic Zones;

Develop comprehensive data-sets which facilitate definition of the legal and administrative
offshore limits for member countries, in accordance with the provisions of UNCLOS;

Build national capacity within member countries to undertake these assessments;
Provide advice and assistance to member countries on relevant provisions of UNCLOS;

Act as an information and data repository.
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Overall Regional progress in implementing g, o
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Overall Progress Now 70 & e
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